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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will learn about five ordinary people who did extraordinary things to change their communities. Subjects of study will
include Jane Goodall, Helen Keller, Jackie Robinson, Ruby Bridges and Alex Scott. In reading, students will learn to identify the differences
between formal and informal language, as well as how alliteration, rhyme, and repeated lines supply meaning to text. In writing, students will
learn to effectively compose an opinion writing piece, and continue their focus on narrative writing strategies. Skill instruction in this theme
includes a focus on contractions, possessive nouns, and multiple meaning words. The proper use of common prefixes and suffixes as well as
silent letter spelling patterns will be studied. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: Helen Keller by Margaret Davidson, Alex and
the Amazing Lemonade Stand by Liz Scott, The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles, the A to Z book Jane Goodall and Teammates by Peter
Golenbock. Whole class read-alouds include: Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen by Marissa Moss, Testing the Ice by Sharon Robinson, The
Watcher: Jane GoodallÂ's Life with the Chimps by Jeanette Winter, Who Was Helen Keller by Gare Thompson, Lon Po Po by Ed Young, and
Tomas and the Library Lady by Pat Mora.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 2

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RF.2.4.A
Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or book they are
writing about, state an opinion, supply
reasons that support the opinion, use
linking words (e.g.,because, and, also) to

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic:  Students will be able to understand  how communities operate, change and grow,
and will discover their roles as contributing members of a community.
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connect opinion and reasons, and
provide a concluding statement or
section. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.2
Read grade-level text orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.4.B
Use context to confirm or self-correct
word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RF.2.4.C
Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.2.3
Describe how words and phrases (e.g.,
regular beats, alliteration, rhymes,
repeated lines) supply rhythm and
meaning in a story, poem, or song.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grade 2 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from an
array of strategies. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.2.4

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure, and
style choices to convey their meaning.
U3 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U4 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U5

Thematic:  Effective leaders have the ability
to influence the direction of a group.

Q1 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How
does that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q2 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q3 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q4 (Q103) What is my purpose for reading?
(K-12) How does it influence how I read? (3-
12)
Q5

Thematic:  How do individuals and groups
shape the world?

Q6

Thematic:  How do I make my voice heard
and effect change?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Identify and produce contractions

S2

Show possessives using an apostrophe

S3

Determine meaning of multiple meaning
words using context clues
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S4

Determine how alliteration, rhyme and
repetition provide meaning

S5

Distinguish between formal and informal
language

S6

Write a well-supported opinion piece with a
given prompt

S7

Identify appropriate root word, prefix and
suffix use
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